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PRODUCT URGENT SAFETY ALERT – PREVENTATIVE 
ACTION 

Attention: Nuclear Medicine Department Supervisor 
November 27, 2023 

Captus® 4000e Spring Arm Failure 

Captus® 4000e Thyroid Uptake Systems  
Shipped between August 2015 and April 2019 

Captus® 4000e Serial Numbers 940000 through 940535 
Models 5430-30151, 5430-30152, and 5430-30154 
 
 
The purpose of this SAFETY ALERT is to notify you of reports of spring arm failure with Captus®  

4000e Thyroid Uptake Systems.  

 

The failures are the result of a broken tension bolt inside the spring arm. A break in the tension bolt 

can cause the collimator to fall downward to its lowest point of travel, which is approximately 25 

inches (63.5 cm) from the ground. The collimator and arm collectively weigh 45 pounds (20.4 kg), 

with the potential for injury if the collimator were to come into contact with a patient or operator. In 

the reported cases, the failure occurred during vertical movement of the spring arm. 

 

It is believed certain systems shipped between August 2015 and April 2019 could fail in the same 

manner. Our records indicate that your facility was shipped a Captus 4000e System during this time 

period. We are notifying you about these reports so you can take appropriate precautions in the 

interest of patient and operator safety. Details on the recommended corrective action will follow 

this notification as soon as possible.   
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Immediate Preventative Actions: 

1. Review this Alert and ensure that all affected personnel, including all operators of Captus 
4000e Thyroid Uptake Systems, are aware of the contents. 

2. Instruct affected personnel and operators to comply with the following steps in the interest 
of patient and operator safety: 

a. Prior to moving the arm, ensure that the positioning locks are released. 

b. Use caution when moving the spring arm vertically. Ensure that when the spring arm 
is moved vertically, the operator and patient are not below the spring arm or in its 
travel path. Move the spring arm using an outstretched arm, ensuring no body parts 
are in the spring arm’s travel path. 

c. Once in position, secure the arm by tightening the locking handle prior to performing 
Thyroid Uptake and Bioassay Procedures, as shown in figure 1. 

d. Perform Thyroid Uptake and Bioassay Procedures with patient (or employee, for 
Bioassay Procedures) in a seated position, rather than a supine position on a table. 

e. Store the arm in an upright position. This places the least amount of stress on the 
internal components. Engage the locking handle when the spring arm is not being 
raised or lowered.  

Figure 1: Spring Arm Locking Handle 
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If you have any questions about this Safety Alert, the Preventive Action steps outlined above, or 

your Captus 4000e Thyroid Uptake System, please contact Capintec Customer Support at the 

phone number or email listed below. If you notice any unusual change in the performance or 

functional response of the arm in your system (e.g. arm is making an unusual noise or arm does 

not move smoothly at any articulation joint), please contact Capintec Customer Support. Please 

report all device-related incidents to the Capintec, or local representative, and the national 

Competent Authority if appropriate, as this provides important feedback.   

Capintec Customer Support: 
1-800-631-3826  
(201) 825-9500      
CapintecSupport@mirion.com 

Please confirm receipt and review of this CAPTUS 4000e SAFETY ALERT by completing the on-line 

form by clicking here.  The confirmation form can be found using the link above or the accessed 

using the following QR code.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alternatively, you may print and return the form on the next page.   

 

Completion of the form with your current contact information will ensure future communications 

on this topic will be received in a timely manner.    

 

Thank you for your understanding in this matter. 

 

Capintec Customer Support 

https://mirion.jotform.com/233246900035953
https://mirion.jotform.com/233246900035953
https://mirion.jotform.com/233246900035953

